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Topic 3: Core Infrastructure - Buildings, Energy, Water, Waste, and Transportation 
Decarb/ EVs 

Strategies  

1E: Ensure access to safe, clean, affordable water 

Public Works completed an assessment of the region’s small water systems and is working to develop solutions and 
funding opportunities through the County’s Water Plan. The UCLA Luskin Center for Innovation developed a report, 
in partnership with the LA County Chief Sustainability Office (CSO), on ways to address water quality concerns 
related to premise plumbing issues and improve trust in the public drinking water system.  

2B: Require sustainable and healthy building design and construction  

Public Works (PW) regulates the construction of new buildings, ensuring the California Green Building Standards 
Code (CALGreen) are met. The County has gone beyond the mandatory measures required by the state and has 
voluntarily adopted additional green building standards. For example, the County cool roofs ordinance went above 
and beyond state requirements to reduce heat island effect and reduce cooling loads for buildings. These 
enhanced requirements allow the County to lead by example while improving the efficiency and sustainability of the 
building stock.   

2C: Create an integrated and resilient water system  

Nearly 60 percent of the water used in LA County comes from outside the region, leaving it highly vulnerable to 
disruptions from climate change or other stressors. In December 2023, the Board unanimously approved the first 
comprehensive LA County Water Plan, which outlines 14 strategies to reduce water imports, increase resiliency, and 
build a more equitable water future for all LA County residents. The Safe, Clean Water Program is integral to that 
effort. It includes increasing the regional water supply portfolio by an additional 300,000 acre-feet/year of 
additional stormwater capture.  

Over $500 million is already invested in nine local watersheds, increasing water supply by over 59,000 acre-feet per 
year (enough to supply 118,000 households annually) while removing 47 acres of impervious area. This includes over 
$360 million programmed for projects located in disadvantaged communities, and additional investments are on 
track to occur by Fall. Plans for flood risk mitigation infrastructure have been completed through the 2020 Drainage 
Needs Assessment Program, which engaged all 88 cities in LA County. Efforts like these, in conjunction with LA 
County’s vast flood control system and related regional projects, allowed LA County to harvest 110.8 billion gallons 
of stormwater in the prior storm season alone, enough for 2.7 million people a year. 

7A: Transition to a zero-carbon energy system that reduces air and climate pollution and that minimizes the 
dangers of a changing climate to our communities and economy  

The County is transitioning to a zero-carbon energy system. The County has joined the Building Decarbonization 
Coalition, and is considering development of building performance standards for existing buildings. As for County 
Operations, the County has installed 7.4 megawatts (MW) of solar on County property, with 40 MW of solar and 20 
MW of battery storage in the pipeline. Additionally, all three of the County-managed cogeneration facilities have 
been retired.  

In 2021, the Board of Supervisors approved an ordinance to phase out oil drilling in unincorporated areas over the 
next 20 years. This ordinance prohibits the establishment of new oil wells and production facilities, designates 
existing operations as nonconforming uses, and sets regulations for their eventual discontinuation.  

In 2022, the County and the City of Los Angeles began co-convening the Los Angeles County-City Just Transition 
Task Force which developed the Just Transition Strategy report, offering recommendations for the protection of 
workers, site remediation and reuse, and funding and coordination.   

7B: Create a zero-emission transportation system  

LA County has made significant strides in decarbonizing its transportation system by installing nearly 1,500 Level 2 
and DC fast charger electric vehicle (EV) charging stations. Additionally, in 2021, the County passed the Clean Fuel - 
Sustainable Fleet Policy, requiring non-emergency passenger sedans with the County’s fleet to be replaced with 
zero-emission vehicles when feasible. There are now nearly 1,200 EVs in the County fleet.   

9A: Reduce waste generation  



 

To begin phasing out single-use plastics, the Board adopted the Reduction of Waste from Single-Use Articles and 
Expanded Polystyrene Products Ordinance, which requires that single-use food-service ware such as containers, 
dishes, and accessories be either recyclable or compostable. In support of the new regulations, the County 
conducted outreach to impacted businesses and offers technical assistance to support businesses with these 
adjustments.  

Taking an upstream approach, the County has supported various proposed State legislation to extend producer 
responsibility, and on its own roadways, the County now uses 100% reclaimed asphalt pavement as aggregate in 
asphalt mixes for new infrastructure. To guide future actions and policies, the County has also contracted a 
consulting firm to conduct a waste characterization study on the solid waste composition and generation for 
single-family homes and businesses. 

9B: Implement strong water conservation measures 

In 2022, the Board adopted a water conservation policy for County departments to ensure water is used efficiently 
at County facilities. This policy phases out non-functional turf, establishes restrictions on artificial turf, and sets 
requirements for native and drought tolerant plants. Progress on the development of a Net Zero Water Ordinance 
has been put on hold, due to the complexity of the water governance system. The County is exploring alternative 
strategies to advance water conservation efforts. 

9C: Reduce building energy consumption  

Through the Southern California Regional Network (SoCalREN), which is managed by LA County, millions of dollars 
in financial and technical assistance have been provided to residential customers to save energy and money. This 
program continues to expand through the recent California Energy Commission award of over $300 million for an 
equitable building decarbonization direct install program. 

Per State legislation (AB802), all commercial, multifamily and mixed-use buildings 50,000 square feet or larger must 
benchmark and publicly disclose building energy use. The Internal Services Department (ISD) assists County 
departments in completing their energy use reporting requirements. 

9E: Divert reusable and recyclable material from landfills  

The County acts as the local Zone Administrator for the Recycling Market Development Zone program, which 
provides resources such as technical assistance and product marketing for businesses that manufacture products 
with recycled content in LA County. Since 2019, $24 million in loans have been awarded to businesses in LA County, 
making the County’s RMDZ the top awardee in California.  

In 2023, the County passed the Construction & Demolition Debris Recycling and Reuse Ordinance to increase the 
recycling rate of debris from unincorporated areas from 50 percent to 70 percent. Related to internal County 
operations, Public Works regularly meets with County Department Recycling Coordinators and Organic Waste 
Liaisons to discuss waste prevention, reduction, and diversion practices.  

Sample Targets  

Target Progress 

By 2025: All unincorporated areas to be powered by 
100% renewable energy 

70% of residents and businesses in unincorporated LA 
County receive 100% renewable energy through the 
Clean Power Alliance 

 

Recent Plans and Policies  

●​ LA Water Plan (LA County Public Works, 2023)  
●​ Motion to Update the Renewable Energy Ordinance (LA County Board of Supervisors, 2024) 
●​ Fleet Purchasing Policy (LA County Board of Supervisors, 2021) 
●​ Single-Use Plastic Food Service Ware Ordinance (LA County Board of Supervisors, 2022) 
●​ Los Angeles Just Transition Strategy (LA County-City Just Transition Task Force, 2022) 
●​ LA County 2045 Climate Action Plan (LA County Department of Regional Planning, 2024) 

https://lacountywaterplan.org/
https://file.lacounty.gov/SDSInter/bos/supdocs/190264.pdf
https://assets-us-01.kc-usercontent.com/0234f496-d2b7-00b6-17a4-b43e949b70a2/128f3f39-f4a7-4a6c-80dd-aeb96f6db7c8/155253.pdf
https://cso.lacounty.gov/the-plan/cso-current-initiatives/single-use-plastic-food-service-ware-ordinance/
https://preview-assets-us-01.kc-usercontent.com/0234f496-d2b7-00b6-17a4-b43e949b70a2/d2ade00b-66cc-4da1-8a01-7f9d72ee7b5d/LA%20County-City%20Just%20Transition%20Strategy_FINAL%2012.5.22.pdf
https://planning.lacounty.gov/long-range-planning/climate-action-plan/
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