
 

OurCounty Topical Workshops | Summary Brief 

Group 2: Built Environment & Air Quality - Land Use, Housing, Transportation, and 
Pollution 

Strategies  

1A: Minimize the exposure of vulnerable populations to pollution and reduce health disparities 

LA County has taken significant strides to address oil drilling and other environmental hazards in unincorporated 
areas. The Board adopted the landmark Oil Well Ordinance in 2023 that prohibits new oil wells and will phase out 
existing ones, with 19 idle wells marked for remediation. Also, the County and the City of Los Angeles co-convened 
the Los Angeles County-City Just Transition Task Force which developed the Just Transition Strategy report in 2022, 
offering recommendations for the protection of workers, site remediation and reuse, and funding and coordination.   

The Department of Regional Planning (DRP) and the Department of Public Health (DPH) are actively providing 
technical support on environmental justice impacts through land use counselling, DPH’s Land Use Program, the 
Community Air Protection Program, and a Trash Monitoring Program (TMP).  

A major environmental justice challenge, illegal dumping, has decreased approximately 40% since 2020 alongside 
the TMP and other investments in new solid waste collection services, but some areas in North County and East LA 
continue to be inundated by illegal dumping. The multi-year Lead Free Homes LA program was established and has 
completed 750 units with the goal of remediating 2,000 to 3,000 units in total.  

1B: Develop land use tools that will help minimize adverse, cumulative pollution impacts on residential and sensitive 
uses through rigorous community engagement  

In 2022, LA County adopted the Green Zones Program which seeks to enhance public health and land use 
compatibility in communities that bear a disproportionate pollution burden. The program designates 11 Green Zones 
in unincorporated areas where certain heavy industrial activity is restricted. The accompanying implementation 
toolkit will guide the development standards, monitoring and reporting requirements, and implementation resources 
to combat pollution in these neighborhoods.  

1C: Increase housing affordability  

The Board of Supervisors passed several key ordinances to support housing affordability including the Rent 
Stabilization and Tenant Protections Ordinance in 2021, the Mobile Home Rent Stabilization and Mobile Home Owner 
Protection Ordinance in 2021, and the Inclusionary Housing Ordinance in 2020. The County also conducted a study 
to determine the economic feasibility of affordable housing set-asides, or requirements that reserve a portion of a 
development for affordable housing. 

1D: Ensure household utility affordability  

Along with housing affordability, the Chief Sustainability Office (CSO) has submitted recommendations to the 
County Office of Legislative Affairs and Intergovernmental Relations to support proposals to increase drinking 
water affordability, although actions to maximize enrollment in assistance programs are pending.  

Through the Southern California Regional Network (SoCalREN), which is managed by LA County, millions of dollars 
in financial and technical assistance have been provided to residential customers to save energy and money. This 
program continues to expand through the recent California Energy Commission award of over $300 million for an 
equitable building decarbonization direct install program. 

1F: Develop community capacity to respond to emergencies 

The Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR) is actively implementing Project Restroom, a program designed to 
expand access to safe, durable, and convenient restroom facilities. As of 2023, the DPR has procured 54 projects 
and plans to pursue additional projects and funding sources.  

2A: Integrate climate adaptation and resilience into planning, building, infrastructure, and community development 
decisions 



 

The County released a Climate Vulnerability Assessment (LA CVA) in 2021, which assesses the impacts of climate 
hazards across the LA County’s natural environmental, physical infrastructure, and communities. The County 
continues to embed the findings from the LA CVA into planning efforts, including the Climate Ready Communities 
initiative being co-led by CSO and Public Works, and the upcoming County Heat Action Plan which will include 
strategies and targets for mitigating urban heat. County Departments are already making important progress on 
climate adaptation; for example, shade structures at 40 bus stop locations are in construction as of 2023, and there 
are ongoing plans for new bus shelter models. 

3A: Increase housing density and limit urban sprawl 

DRP updated the Agriculture Resource Areas in the County General Plan in 2022, aiming to preserve agricultural 
lands and limit their conversion. DRP plans to seek additional funding and evaluate alternative pathways to limit 
conversion of agriculture and working lands. DRP also continues to encourage housing density near transportation 
hubs and to support “missing middle” housing solutions such as accessory dwelling units (ADUs) through local Area 
Plans and the General Plan. 

3B: Implement transit-oriented development 

The Florence-Firestone Transit Oriented District (TOD) Specific Plan was adopted in 2023, providing policies, 
standards, and programs to stimulate economic development, support access to transit, and increase housing and 
employment opportunities. Guided by the General Plan TOD Policy Map, the Department of Regional Planning aims 
to prioritize additional TOD Specific Plans, based on funding availability. 

3C: Promote walkable, mixed-use neighborhoods 

Community Pedestrian Plans, which are aimed at increasing safe walking opportunities, were approved for East Los 
Angeles, East Rancho Dominguez, Florence-Firestone, and Willowbrook/West Rancho Dominguez-Victoria. In 
addition, funding to develop six new Community Pedestrian Plans for the unincorporated areas of Alondra Park, Del 
Aire, Rancho Dominguez, West Carson, West Puente Valley/Valinda/South San Jose Hills, and Lennox were 
awarded last year.  

The Residential Design Standards Ordinance was adopted in 2024 and helps build on County priorities and policies 
to promote equitable, high-quality living environments. This all represents a shift in how public space is designed to 
encourage safe, active transportation and reduce car usage. 

3D: Ensure that public investments do not facilitate displacement, particularly of disadvantaged communities  

LA County has some of the highest percentages of rent burdened tenants in the nation, and this was further 
exacerbated by the COVID-19 pandemic. Stay Housed LA (SHLA) was launched in September 2020 as a partnership 
between LA County, local non-profit community organizations, and non-profit legal aid organizations to provide 
tenants at risk of eviction and homelessness the support needed to remain safely in their homes. Since its inception, 
SHLA has offered legal services to over 15,000 tenant households and short-term rental assistance to nearly 400 
households totaling over $3.5 million. In July 2024, the Board approved the Tenant Right to Counsel Ordinance to 
ensure access to legal representation for tenants in unincorporated Los Angeles County through SHLA. 

3E: Limit development in high climate-hazard areas  

Development in high climate-hazard areas is limited by the Safety Element of the LA County General Plan, adopted 
in July 2022. DRP aims to develop education campaigns for communities to provide resources and actions for 
implementation. 

8A: Reduce vehicle miles travelled by prioritizing alternatives to single-occupancy vehicles 

Metro updated the Traffic Reduction Study, gauging the feasibility of congestion pricing in Los Angeles County to 
reflect post-pandemic travel patterns. In an effort to shift land use priority away from single-occupancy vehicles, 
the County conducted a Multi-Family Residential Parking Study. Based on the findings, the County passed zoning 
amendments to reduce minimum parking requirements.  

Metro continues to encourage mode shift to public transportation by investing in rail, bus and by projects with a 28 
by 28 goal to complete 28 projects by the 2028 Olympics. This initiative was awarded $9 million by the federal 
government to support the work.  

To improve the affordability of public transit, Metro introduced several initiatives: the GoPass, which provides free 
transit passes for K-14 LA County students; the LIFE program, offering 20 free rides per month for low-income 
individuals; and a reduced fare TAP card for seniors, people with disabilities, and K-14 students. The program has 
provided over 10 million free public transit rides. 



 

To encourage multi-modal transportation for trips generated by new development, Public Works is drafting a 
Transportation Demand Management ordinance to require developers to provide incentives for more sustainable 
modes of travel such as subsidized transit passes and car share. Additionally, the County has rapidly adopted 
telework for employees since the COVID-19 pandemic, which reduces emissions from commuting. Additionally, since 
the COVID-19 pandemic, the County has rapidly adopted for employees the ability to telework, which reduces 
greenhouse gas emissions, waste, and vehicle miles travelled.  

8B: Improve transportation health and safety outcomes 

The County is working to improve transportation health and safety through the Step by Step Los Angeles, which is a 
policy framework for how the County proposes to get more people walking, make walking safer, and support 
healthy, active lifestyles. Step by Step currently includes eight adopted pedestrian plans for eight communities, with 
plans for six more communities underway. The County is also working to implement the Vision Zero Action Plan and 
has been awarded funding to make road safety improvements in certain unincorporated communities. The slow 
streets program provides traffic calming measures in neighborhoods and is estimated to have served 67,000 LA 
County residents to date. Further, the CSO is working with County departments to better define metrics for tracking 
traffic safety improvements. 

Sample Targets  

Target Progress 

By 2025: Reach attainment status with the Federal and 
State annual PM2.5 standard (12.0 μg/m3) 

All monitored sites are within Federal and State PM 2.5 
standards 

By 2025: 25 cities and/or unincorporated communities 
have a walk score of 70 or higher 

Between 2019 and 2024, cities and/or unincorporated 
communities with a walk score of 70 or higher 
increased from 17 to 27  

BY 2025: Reduce average daily vehicle miles traveled 
(VMT) per capita to 25 miles 

Average VMT per capita in 2022, latest available data 
period, was 20.2 – however, this is an increase from 18.6 
and 19.4 in 2020 and 2021 

 

Recent Plans and Policies  

●​ California Community Air Protection Program (California Air Resources Board, 2018) 
●​ Green Zones Program (LA County Planning, 2022) 
●​ Inclusionary Housing Ordinance (LA County Planning, 2020) 
●​ Climate Vulnerability Assessment (LA County Chief Sustainability Office, 2021) 
●​ Step by Step LA County Pedestrian Plans (LA County Public Health, 2019) 
●​ Hazard Mitigation Plan (LA County Office of Emergency Management, 2020) 
●​ LA County General Plan Safety Element (LA County General Plan Safety Element, 2022) 
●​ Vision Zero Action Plan (LA County Department of Public Health, 2019) 
●​ Los Angeles Just Transition Strategy (LA County-City Just Transition Task Force, 2022) 
●​ LA County Housing Element (LA County Department of Regional Planning, 2022) 

https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/community-air-protection-program
https://planning.lacounty.gov/long-range-planning/green-zones-program/
https://planning.lacounty.gov/long-range-planning/inclusionary-housing/
https://ceo.lacounty.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/LA-County-Climate-Vulnerability-Assessment-1.pdf
http://www.publichealth.lacounty.gov/place/stepbystep/lacounty.htm
https://ceo.lacounty.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/County-of-Los-Angeles-All-Hazards-Mitigation-Plan-APPROVED-05-2020.pdf
https://planning.lacounty.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/12.1_gp_final-general-plan-ch12_updated_2022.pdf
https://pw.lacounty.gov/visionzero/docs/SCAG-LACounty-VZ-Action-Plan-ver-D-hiRes-spread-11-25-2019.pdf
https://preview-assets-us-01.kc-usercontent.com/0234f496-d2b7-00b6-17a4-b43e949b70a2/d2ade00b-66cc-4da1-8a01-7f9d72ee7b5d/LA%20County-City%20Just%20Transition%20Strategy_FINAL%2012.5.22.pdf
https://planning.lacounty.gov/long-range-planning/housing-element/
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