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OurCounty Update
The Plan

OurCounty is a regional sustainability plan for Los Angeles.

OurCounty focuses on people. It outlines what local 
governments and stakeholders can do to enhance the 
well-being of every community in the County while reducing 
damage to the natural environment and adapting to the 
changing climate, particularly focusing on those communities 
that have been disproportionately burdened by 
environmental pollution. 

This plan envisions streets and parks that are accessible, 
safe, and welcoming to everyone; air, water, and soil that are 
clean and healthy; affordable housing that enables all 
residents to thrive in place; and a just economy that runs on 
renewable energy instead of fossil fuels.

Click here to explore the 
OurCounty Plan

https://ourcountyla.lacounty.gov/
https://ourcountyla.lacounty.gov/
https://ourcountyla.lacounty.gov/
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• The original 2019 OurCounty Plan set a bold vision for the future of the County, and the refresh 
will do the same, balancing co-equal values of environment, equity, and economy. 

• The CSO is preparing to launch the Climate Resilience Initiative and will use the OurCounty 
refresh as an opportunity to articulate a vision for climate resilience in the region and establish 
short-term priorities and metrics.

• The OurCounty Update process will utilize equity-driven engagement, research, and data 
analysis processes to assess progress over the last five years and outline a comprehensive 
roadmap for the County to achieve its sustainability goals.

OurCounty Update
Overview
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OurCounty Update
Project Timeline



COPYRIGHT © LA COUNTY CHIEF SUSTAINABILITY OFFICE. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED

Series A - Topical Overview 
Take stock of where we are at today and the 
planning efforts that have taken place to-date. 
Reflect on progress made and challenges that 
remain to be grappled with in the years ahead. 

Topic 1: Green/Blue Space & Food 
(Mar 3) 

Topic 2: Built Environment & Air Quality (Feb 
26) 

Topic 3: Core Infrastructure 
(Mar 6) 

OurCounty Update
Stakeholder Workshops

Series B - Topical Deep Dive
Discuss the strategies to rise to series A 
challenges and consider cross-cutting themes 
such as environmental justice and equity, 
climate resilience, and the green economy. 

Topic 1: Green/Blue Space & Food 
(Mar 18) 

Topic 2: Built Environment & Air Quality (Mar 19) 

Topic 3: Core Infrastructure 
(Mar 20) 
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Topic 1: Green/Blue Space & Food
Ecosystems, Parks, Waterways and Coastlines, Foodsystems and Food Waste 

Strategies
2D: Ensure a climate appropriate, healthy urban tree canopy that is equitably distributed

5A: Increase ecosystem function, habitat quality and connectivity, and prevent the loss of native biodiversity in the region 

5B: Preserve and enhance open space, waterways, and priority ecological areas

6A: Improve access to parks, beaches, recreational waters, public lands, and public spaces

6B: Adopt inclusive design and programming for parks, beaches, public lands, cultural amenities and public spaces

6C: Utilize sustainability best practices in the design and management of parks and recreational facilities

9D: Capture organic waste and develop regional capacity for beneficial reuse

10A: Improve access to healthy food

10B: Support the fair and sustainable production of food
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Topic 1: Green/Blue Space & Food
Ecosystems, Parks, Waterways and Coastlines, Food Systems and Food Waste 

There are 36 specific Actions across these topics. Notable progress has been made over the past 
year yet significant areas areas for improvement remain.

Examples of Progress

• 110 acres new parkland created in the 
unincorporated areas of LA County 

• Board adoption of the Parks Needs 
Assessment Plus (PNA+) and Community 
Forest Management Plan (CFMP)

• $8 million in grant funding secured for 
early implementation of the CFMP

• Increase in CalFresh participation rate and 
creation of LA County Office of Food 
Equity 

• Composting expanded to nearly all 
households  

Examples of Areas for Advancement

● Increase trees/parks in areas with low 
tree canopy and high park need as 
identified in the CFMP and PNA/PNA+.

● Support for local agricultural lands and 
community gardens

● Address water quality issues that 
prevent beneficial uses of water bodies 
such as for recreation or habitat

● Enhance wildlife connectivity to promote 
biodiversity

● Protect and restore floodplains, 
wetlands, and other natural buffers to 
flooding
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Topic 2: Built Environment & Air Quality 
Land Use, Housing, Transportation, and Pollution

Strategies
1A: Minimize the exposure of vulnerable populations to pollution and reduce health disparities

1B: Increase housing affordability 

1F: Develop community capacity to respond to emergencies

2A: Integrate climate adaptation and resilience into planning, building, infrastructure, and community development decisions

3A: Increase housing density and limit urban sprawl

3B: Implement transit-oriented development 

3C: Promote walkable, mixed-use neighborhoods

3D: Ensure that public investments do not facilitate displacement, particularly of disadvantaged communities

3E: Limit development in high climate-hazard areas

8A: Reduce vehicle miles traveled by prioritizing alternatives to single-occupancy vehicles

8B: Improve transportation health and safety outcomes
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Topic 2: Built Environment & Air Quality
Land Use, Housing, Transportation, and Pollution

There are 46 specific Actions across these topics. Notable progress has been made over the past 5 
years yet significant areas for advancement remain.

Examples of Progress

• Adopted Oil Well Ordinance to phase 
out oil extraction

• Adopted Green Zones program
• Passed key ordinances to stabilize rent 

and protect tenants
• Adopted several Community 

Pedestrian Plans  

Examples of Areas for Advancement

● Increase affordable, healthy housing 
options

● Increase housing close to public 
transportations and jobs

● Explore sunset strategy for gas 
operations

● Facilitate the remediation and reuse of 
brownfields for community-serving uses

● Advance Vision Zero goals 
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Topic 3: Core Infrastructure
Buildings, Energy, Water, Waste, and Transportation Decarb/EVs 

Strategies
1E: Access to safe, clean, affordable water

2B: Require sustainable and healthy building design and construction

2C: Create an integrated and resilient water system

7A: Transition to a zero-carbon energy system that reduces air and climate pollution and that minimizes the danger of a changing climate 
to our communities and economy 

7B: Create a zero-emission transportation system 

9A: Reduce water generation

9B: Implement strong water conservation measures

9C: Reduce building energy consumption

9E: Divert reusable and recyclable materials from landfills
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Topic 3: Core Infrastructure
Buildings, Energy, Water, Waste, and Transportation Decarb/EVs 

There are 55 specific Actions across these topics. Notable progress has been made over the past 5  
years yet significant areas for advancement remain.

Examples of Progress

• Investing millions in water conservation 
alongside development of the first 
comprehensive LA Water Plan

• Through CPA, transitioned the majority 
of unincorporated customers to clean, 
renewable power

• Awarded $500 million to decarbonize 
the Southern CA goods movement 
corridor

• Adopted a single-use plastics 
ordinance and ban on polystyrene 
(styrofoam) 
 

Examples of Areas for Advancement
● Advance equitable building 

decarbonization in existing buildings

● Increase landfill diversion rates and 
compost management

● Address hard to electrify transportation 
sectors

● Advance major water recycling projects 
in the region

● Increase resilience of small water 
systems to climate and other shocks 
and stresses


